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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees of 

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, August 8, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank 
J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via video 
conference. 
 
  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  
     Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun      
     Trustee Karine P. Patiño  

Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 
Trustee Anne B. Bianchi 

 
        Also Present:  Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 
     Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 
 

   Absent:   Edward Brancati, Village Manager  
 

Meeting Agenda 
Monday, August 8, 2022 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 
 

 
1) Communications: 

a. Appointment Request – Leonard Park Committee – Theresa Flores 
 

The Board requested an interview be set up for Ms. Flores.  
 

b. Appointment Request – Economic Development Council – Brook Ramlakhan 
 

The Board requested an interview be set up for Ms. Ramlakhan.  
 

c. Request from MK Fire Department – Touch a Truck – Saturday August 27, 
2022 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

approve the MKFD request to hold their Touch a Truck event on Saturday, August 27th; all in 
favor: 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605
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d. Request – Captain Merritt’s Hill Block Party September 10, 2022 
 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to approve the request to hold a block party on Captain Merritt’s Hill on Saturday, 
September 10th as outlined in their letter; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
e. Appointment Request – Planning Board Alternate – William Phillips 

 
The Board requested an interview be set up for Mr. Phillips.  
 

f. Letter from Recreation Commission re: Water Main Storage in Leonard Park  
 

The following letter was read by Kim Terlizzi: 
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Ms. Terlizzi continued on to say that she was on the Recreation Commission in 2012 
when they had work being done by the hospital and they requested use of the park for 
similar things.  There was an agreement made at that time for staging in the Park, but that 
was done before the park was open, but recalls a legal opinion on it citing the deed as a 
reason not to be able to store things as it violates the deed. 

 
Mayor Picinich replied that she cannot speak to that but is sure the FOIL will be 

responded to, but asked for Mr. Singleton to outline what is in this letter.   
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Mr. Singleton began by saying that the utilization of Leonard Park and the custody 
and programs and expenditures of Leonard Park are all determined by the Board of 
Trustees.  While they may seek consultation from other Boards and Committees, the 
determinations are made by the Village Board.  What the deeds provide for and what the 
law provides for, the Recreation Commission and Leonard Park are all subsidiaries of the 
Village Board.  It is the Village Board’s discretionary determination of what can and cannot 
be in the park subject to restrictions that are in the Leonard Park deed.  The temporary use 
of the park has been frequently allowed, but was not allowed for a commercial use, it is a 
municipal use.  Whether or not the equipment should be there or authorized to be there is 
up to the Village Board and that Board only.  As far as outside council is concerned, it is 
very clear in letters from the Attorney General as well as case law that the Recreation 
Commission is not entitled to have separate outside council.  If they have legal questions, 
they can have those answered by the Village Attorney.  

 
g. Request from Hotel MTK re: street name change 

 
Mayor Picinich made mention of communication received by Hotel MTK wishing to 

rename the old Holiday Inn Drive.  A suggestion was made to allow the public to help name 
this street by someone who should be honored for something.  An online form will be on the 
website and suggestion boxes at Village Hall and the Library.  

 
h. Request from Lorena’s Snack Bar re: DJ for grand opening 

 
There was some discussion amongst the Board about noise and right of way in front 

of the store.  The suggestion was to occupy a parking space in front and to have music 
playing during a specific time frame along with need for insurance.  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

allow a DJ to play music in front of Lorena’s Snack Bar for their grand opening; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

  
i. Request from MKFD- Kisco Fired up 5K 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 

to approve the MKFD’s request to hold their 5k on Sunday, September 18th; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
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2) Petitions:  
 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 
 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 
 

While there was not a specific Manager’s Report, Mayor Picinich wanted to confirm that 
early voting would begin on the 13th here at Village Hall.  

 

 

5) Board Reports: 
 

Deputy Mayor Abzun did not have a report at this time. 
 
Trustee Schleimer began by reminding residents that August 15th is the deadline for 

submissions for the 5th Annual Mount Kisco Photo Exhibition.  She continued saying that the 
Library Board of Trustees is pleased to welcome new Director Brian Avery to Mount Kisco.  
Trustee Schleimer also stated that the Library will also be holding a blood drive on August 
31st from noon to 5:00 p.m.  There is a great need for these donations at this time.  Trustee 
Schleimer also mentioned that there is an open conversation about what is happening at the 
airport with one coming close by on September 6th at 6:00 p.m. at the Chappaqua 
Performing Art Center.  Trustee Schleimer also mentioned that the 8th Annual Livable 
Community Village Fair would be taking place on September 13th in Valhalla for free with 
registration.  This is a great event to get some great information.  She also mentioned that 
the Fox Senior Center would be holding their tag sale on September 23rd and 24th.  Trustee 
Schleimer announced that the NYS DMV Commissioner advised that as of May 2023 you 
need a REAL ID to fly within the United States as well as needing it to enter into some 
government buildings.  She continued to remind all that Assemblyperson Burdick put out an 
announcement on property tax rebates that are going out directly if eligible.   

 
Trustee Bianchi wanted to remind residents that the Beeline buses continue to be 

free throughout the summer.  She also mentioned that the Westchester Public Library 
started a new free program called Digital Equity Initiative to provide assistance to any 
individual or family throughout Westchester County who may not internet, a computer, or 
needs training.  Once the training is completed, participants will receive a Chromebook and 
hotspot.  Trustee Bianchi also mentioned that the Library system is also lending out 
Chromebooks for those who need them on a three-week basis.   

 
Trustee Patiño began by thanking those in the room for coming and those watching.  

She reminded residents to shop Kisco; there are new businesses and old favorites that we 
should support as they support the Village.  Trustee Patiño also wanted to thank those who 
have organized community events including National Night Out, the Farmer’s Market and 
others.  These organizations give our residents and children something to do and 
somewhere to go to feel community.  Trustee Patiño continued on to say that there are still 
positions open for some Boards and please reach out if you have any ideas for community 
events.  She also thanked the DPW for all the work they have been doing around town and 
all those who have to work outside during these hot days.  Trustee Patiño also mentioned 
that she is compiling a list of scholarships that may be available for those in need.  She 
reminded everyone to reach out to her at any time with any ideas; she is happy to help in 
any way she can.  
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Mayor Picinich began by saying that the seven day covid positivity rate is 9.6% with 
50 active cases in the Village.  These reported cases are from actual testing, and with 
people testing at home, that number may not be accurate.  She continued on to say that 
test kits are available in Village Hall in all first floor offices.  Mayor Picinich also advised that 
although some test kits say that they are expired, the FDA has extended most of those time 
frames as they have found they last longer.  She went on to say that there is a need for life 
guards and if there is enough interest, training can be provided.  Mayor Picinich also advised 
residents that there was a bear siting in Leonard Park, be careful out there.  The Village has 
posted guidelines for those who may encounter a bear.  She continued stating that 
Westchester County now has real time arrival for their buses on a few apps including Google 
Maps.  Mayor Picinich reminded residents that the Mental Health Association mobile van is in 
the Village on Thursdays with no cost for those who need the support.  She also welcomed 
the Curio Shop and Lorena’s Snack Bar.  Mayor Picinich advised residents that Cops and 
Cones is August 25th in the South Moger parking lot.  Mayor Picinich also thanked Laurie 
Kimsal for all her work in the Village through her work with the Historical Society.   

 
 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 
a. Fire Commissioner’s request – Tax Exemption 

Mayor Picinich acknowledged receipt of the following letter: 
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 Mr. Wheeling confirmed that there is an exemption for County tax and for School tax 
already.   

 
This item was tabled at this time to have a larger discussion on this request.  
 

b. Tax Cert – 111 Radio Circle 

A motion was by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to approve 
the following resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 
property tax assessments on the Town and Village assessment rolls with respect to the 
following parcels: 
 
Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years 
 
Marconi Holdings LLC  80.63-1-2.1   2017 to 2022 (Town)  

         2018 to 2022 (Village) 
           
WHEREAS, petitioner’s court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, Westchester 
County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 
resolution; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is authorized to 
execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less than the following: 
 
Village Proceedings: 
 
Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 
 
2018   $396,000 $332,000   $64,000 
2019   $396,000 $314,800   $81,200 
2020   $396,000 $298,000   $98,000 
2021   $396,000 $299,200   $96,800 
2022   $396,000 $303,200   $92,800 
 
Town Proceedings: 
 
Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 
 
2017   $690,000 Discontinued   $0 
2018   $660,000 $650,800   $9,200 
2019   $660,000 $627,200   $32,800 
2020   $660,000 $631,200   $28,800 
2021   $630,000 Discontinued   $0 
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  All in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
 

c. Tax Cert – 118 North Bedford Road 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
approve the following: 

 
WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 
property tax assessments on the Town and Village assessment rolls with respect to the 
following parcels: 
 
Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years 
 
118 North Bedford   69.74-2-1   2020 to 2022 (Town)  
   Road Assoc. LLC      2020 to 2022 (Village) 
           
WHEREAS, petitioner’s court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, Westchester 
County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 
resolution; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is authorized to 
execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less than the following: 
 
Village Proceedings: 
 
Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 
 
2020   $428,000 $417,200   $10,800 
2021   $428,000 $418,880   $9,120 
2022   $428,000 $424,480   $3,520 
 
Town Proceedings: 
 
Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 
 
2020-2022  Discontinued  
 
 
 
 
 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting August 8, 2022 9 

 

 

  All in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
d. Resolution to approve tolling agreement with U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) Re: 103 & 105 Kisco Avenue 

Mr. Singleton explained that this is a former uranium site that had been cleaned up 
in the 1960’s with extensive litigation without the Village paying any damages to any parties 
involved.  As part of that process the EPA requests contributions towards their investigation 
costs which is not allowed to be wrapped into the litigation settlement as we continue to 
own the property.   He recommends that we enter into this agreement with the changes 
proposed to make it clear that the Village does not feel it owes anything in contribution or 
any other regard to their investigative costs.   

There was a discussion amongst the Board in regards to liability on the Village’s part 
in the tolling agreement and language that was included in the revisions.   

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
approve the tolling agreement with the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
regarding 103 & 105 Kisco Avenue; all in favor:  

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
 

e. Resolution to approve Village Manager to sign IMA with Westchester County 
re: East of Hudson Funding 

Mayor Picinich began by explaining that the Village is part of this group and there 
has been funding allocated to the Village specifically for sewer projects that need to be done 
and we need to sign into this agreement to receive this money.  Those funds and projects 
have been approved by the Legislature.   

Trustee Schleimer noted some confusion on numbers that have been crossed out in 
this agreement and requested a list of where the money to pay for this project is coming 
from.  

Mayor Picinich noted that this specific allocation of money is part of something larger 
and signing this releases those funds.   

Trustee Schleimer has questions about why the amounts have been changed in the 
agreement and thinks it wouldn’t be a bad idea to have a larger discussion on this.  
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Mr. Singleton advised that the dollar amount that was crossed out was a correction 
not a change.  

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 
authorize the Village Manager to sign the IMA with Westchester County for East of Hudson 
funding; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Nay 

 
f. Award Contract 2022-09 – Water Building Addition 

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 
award Contract #2022-09 Water Building Addition to Icon Construction in the amount of 
$2,197,000.00; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
g. Award Contract 2022-11 – Main Pool Resurfacing and Leak Repair 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
award Contract #2022-11 Main Pool Resurfacing and Leak Repair to Allstate Technology, 
Inc. in the amount of $340,000.00; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
 

h. Award Contract 2022-07A – Village Hall/Old Post Office Exterior Work  

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
award Contract #2022-07A Village Hall/Old Post Office exterior work to Cornerstone 
Restoration Group in the amount of $420,000.00; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
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i. Award Contract 2022-07B – Village Hall/Old Post Office Painting Work 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
award Contract #2022-07B Village Hall /Old Post Office painting work to Capitol Renovation 
Corp. in the amount of $224,110.00; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 
to pay the bills as submitted on August 4, 2022 for the months of June and July 2022 as 
follows: 
 

General Fund      $ 3,406.213.20 
Water Fund      $    357,883.19 
Sewer Fund      $      58,394.20 
Library Fund      $      69,364.53 
Capital Fund      $    523,629.97 
Trust Fund      $      12,793.75 
LOSAP Fund      $       0.00 

      TOTAL   $ 4,428,278.84 
  

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following: Niner Baseball, this cost is shared by 
Recreation; Brown and Brown, this is adding a vehicle to our insurance policy; Commercial 
Sweeping Inc, crushed stone for DPW; Ecology Tree Service, tree contractor for the Village; 
McCarthy & Finger, current litigations; National Flag and Display, flag order for the Village 
for the next two years; Passport Labs Inc, this is the software for Parking Enforcement;  
Rosenburg and Calica, this is counsel for Leonard Park Cell Tower; Singleton bills, 
professional services for current litigations; Sherman and Williams, painting equipment for 
DPW; Universal Moms LLC, this is Recreation program; Westchester County Finance, 
payment for elections; Whittman,Osterman and Hanna, special counsel for the Village 
regarding deed restrictions; Ferguson Enterprises Inc, Treasurer advised he would have to 
get back on this; Columbia Equipment Company, this cost is being offset with insurance; 
Mackenzie Lighting, this is the lighting work in the promenade;   

 
All in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
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9) Minutes-  

a. VB Minutes – 5.2.2022 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
approve the minutes for May 2, 2022 with an edit; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
 

b. VB Minutes – 5.16.2022 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
approve the minutes for May 16, 2022 with minor edits; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
 
10)  Non-Local Business - None 

 
11)  Public Comment:  

 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605  
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 
go into executive session following this meeting to discuss potential real estate 
sale/acquisition as publicity would substantially affect the value thereof; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
    Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
 
 

Mr. Louis Terlizzi began by saying our historic disc gold course, one of the first ever, 
just celebrated its 45th anniversary on August 1st.  Westchester Disc Golf (WEDG) will be 
holding a 45th Anniversary Pizza party at Leonard Park on Saturday, August 13th at 12:30 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605


 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting August 8, 2022 13 

 

 

p.m.; at 1:30 p.m. they will be holding a social doubles community round where 
participants will have the opportunity to learn the sport of disc golf with a WEDG member.  
At the June 6th Village Board meeting the Mayor acknowledged that the cell tower access 
road would only be installed if the cell tower was put in the park.  With this in mind will you 
be including the cell tower access road in the parkland alienation?  There are well 
established walking trails there as well as our historic disc golf course designed by the 
inventor of disc golf and the modern Frisbee.  Regarding the length of the access road, are 
you still claiming that it will only be 550 feet long?  With all due respect, if the proposed 
tower with its high elevation up steep rock ledges, 700 feet from the pool, and the access 
road starts at the pool, how can the road be less than 700 feet long?  I would contend that 
it would have to be at least twice, maybe three times that distance long to access that 
elevated location.  At the July 11th meeting, Mayor, you stated that you would not enter into 
any lease prior to mapping out the approximately 550 foot 12 foot wide road, which we 
recently found out is going to be partially paved.  Is it still the intention to do so?  I 
currently have five outstanding FOIL requests regarding Leonard Park dating back to May 
6th; I have spoken to Village Manager Brancati on more than one occasion about them.  The 
law provides that a response be granted within 20 business days yet I have not received an 
acknowledgement or response to any of them as of today.  When can I expect a response 
and will it be prior to the Board taking any further action on the Leonard Park cell tower.  

 
Mayor Picinich responded that we would have to get back to you on that because Mr. 

Brancati is not here.  
 
Mr. Terlizzi continued on to say perhaps one can understand your initial willingness 

to go along with the plan to place a cell tower in our one and only real park, however, in 
light of all the information that has come out since your initial vote which was not 
sufficiently noticed, and was based on the since de-bunked claims that this area of the park 
was both underutilized and materially diminished, I don’t understand how you can still 
support this.  I would request that the Village Board hold another vote on whether or not to 
site a cell tower in Leonard Park prior to entering into any type of lease agreement to allow 
a cell tower to be installed in our sacred park.  Aside from the sign as you enter the park, it 
reads for the residents of Mount Kisco to enjoy.  Aside from the devastating environmental 
and ecological impact that both the cell tower and access road would have on the park, 
would be the significant detrimental effect it would have on the ability of the users of the 
park to enjoy the park.  Tonight I heard you refer to outside counsel, legal counsel, and 
costs accumulating for the Leonard Park cell tower issue.  As the stewards of Leonard Park, 
we expect you to follow the park deed both in written form and in intent and to fight with us 
to protect Leonard Park.  
 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 
regular meeting at 9:07 pm.  
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
       Kenneth L. Famulare 
       Assistant Village Manager 
 
/lh 


